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An M16A2 rifle exploded during a recent range exercise on Fort Sill.  The soldier's weapon was rodded, with a sectioned cleaning rod, to ensure the rifle barrel was clear and the soldier proceeded to the firing line.  A three round magazine was issued to the soldier and when the first round was fired, the weapon exploded.  A standard issue, sectioned, weapon-cleaning rod was used to rod the weapon.  A section of cleaning rod came loose and stayed in the weapon causing the round to jam and resulted in an explosion.  Two days later, a similar accident occurred on a small arms range at Fort Campbell, Kentucky.

The standards for small arms listed in FM 23-9 - M16A2 does not specify the type of rod to be used to clean an M16 rifle barrel.
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To prevent this type of accident from recurring, recommend using clearing rods that are only one piece, and made of soft metal such as brass or aluminum.
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One piece cleaning rod


       








