Secretary of the Army memorandum subject: Policy for Travel by Department of the Army Officials, dated 26 March 2003.

Portions highlighted in yellow represent a change from the previous guidance.

-- EXTRACT --

14.  MOTOR VEHICLE TRANSPORTATION


a.  AR 58-1 governs the use of motor vehicle transportation to include the procurement and use of sport utility vehicles.  This section highlights guidance found in that regulation pertaining to non-tactical vehicles and provides additional guidance where necessary. 


b.  Section 1344 of Title 31 of the United States Code spec​ifies those officials who are authorized home‑to‑work transportation.  Within the DA, only the SA and the CSA are authorized home‑to‑work transportation.   

    
1)  With certain limited exceptions prescribed by stat​ute, home-to‑work transportation is not transporta​tion for an official purpose, and is prohibited.  Normally, such transportation is a personal responsibility.  Section 1344 estab​lishes criteria for exceptions to this policy, and for reporting those exceptions to Congress.  However, within the DA only the SA can approve those exceptions.

     
2)  Individuals who are authorized home‑to‑work transportation may incur person​al tax liability in connection with this government-furnished service regardless of the circumstances.  The law provides that an individual who willfully violates Section 1344 may be suspended without pay for a mini​mum of 30 days, and when circumstances warrant, for a longer period, or may be summarily removed from office. Military personnel who willfully use or authorize

the use of government vehicles for other than official purposes, can be disciplined under provisions of the UCMJ or other administrative procedures as appropriate.


c.   Transportation to official after-hours functions will be treated as an exception to policy for which prior approval from the installation commander or his/her delegated authorizing official is required.  All transportation to after-hours functions will begin and end at the individual’s normal place of duty.


d.  Official motor vehicle transportation requirements do not include:  transportation to pri​vate social functions; personal errands or side trips for unoffi​cial purposes; transporta​tion of dependents or visitors without an accompanying offi​cial; or in support of non-DOD activities unless specifi​cally ap​proved under the provisions of Army Regulation(s). 


e.  The use of Army NTV is restricted to official purposes only.   



1)  Transportation may be provided for military and DOD civilian personnel officially participating in public ceremonies, military field demonstrations, and parades directly related to official activities.


2)  Changes of command, promotions, retirements, unit activations/deactivations are considered official business internal to the Army community.  Attendance by the Army community is encouraged and we should not make it difficult for colleagues and peers, who by their very presence, improve the morale and spirit of the Army.  For that reason, the use of a GOV or GOVs to attend such activities should be managed and not discouraged.  By managed, it is the intent of this policy that 10 sedans should not come from one installation to attend an official function, when a 15 passenger bus would accomplish the mission.  There will be occasions, such as an after event meeting, when group transportation is not feasible, and multiple vehicles to the event are necessary.  It is the responsibility of Garrison Commander to monitor and correct abuse of this policy. Prudent use of government resources is the responsibility of all Army employees.  





· 
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f.  Spouses of DA officials may be authorized transportation in government vehicles only when:



1)  Accompanying their DA sponsor, the use of the vehicle has already been authorized to accomplish official business, and there is space available.  Such transportation must be provided at no additional cost to the government, and the spouse’s presence may not require a larger vehicle than that already authorized to accomplish official business;  



2)  Proceeding independently to or from an official function when the spouse’s presence at the function is in the best interest of the government and circumstances have made it impractical or impossible for the official to accompany the spouse en route; however, this authority applies only to the spouse of a DA employee who is authorized to receive home-to-work transportation.



g.  Transportation support to other U. S. Government agencies, or non‑U.S. Government entities, may be provided only under strict guidelines.  Reimbursement by the requesting activity is normally required for trans​portation support to non‑DOD activities.  DA officials shall review established guidelines and obtain required approvals prior to inviting travel or committing Army support.


h.  Sport utility vehicles (SUVs) are a relatively new class of vehicle with four‑wheel drive and an off‑road capability that make the vehicle ideal for police, range support, and other off‑road duties that require physical abilities exceeding those of a sedan or truck. SUVs are also necessary to more safely handle certain types of road conditions in inclement weather. However, SUVs cost more to buy or lease. As a class, the SUVs have a poor miles per gallon rating, and the vehicles currently are not designed to use an alternative fuel. In addition, SUVs are generally considered a status symbol.



1)  SUV's will not be acquired by purchase or lease to enhance the comfort or prestige of any individual, regardless of grade or rank.



2)  Army activities are required to use the smallest, most fuel efficient vehicle capable of meeting agency needs. Specifically, where a Class II sedan or light duty pickup truck will meet mission requirements, a larger and more prestigious SUV will not be acquired, leased, or used.



3)  Commanders of MACOMs are responsible for approving SUV requests by installations and activities for high‑end SUVs or any SUV that has a maximum gross vehicle weight that is greater than or equal to 5,000 pounds. MACOMs and commanders should seek to limit the use of such high‑end and costly SUVs. Criteria are found in the Federal Vehicle Standards 20XX at: 
http:pub. fss.gsa.gov/pub/vehicle‑standards.html.



a)  Exceptions to the MACOM approval requirement include




(1) SUVs that are available as alternative fueled vehicles.




(2) SUVs that are used directly and specifically for police, fire, rescue, criminal, investigative, and intelligence activities.




(3) Recruiting and military entrance processing activities in areas where snow, sleet, and freezing rain would terminate the mission for lengthy periods.



b)  Except for special requirements such as inclement weather conditions and off‑road use, SUVs will not be used exclusively as passenger‑carrying vehicles when a sedan, van, carryall, bus, taxi, privately owned vehicle (reimbursable), or public transportation would meet mission requirements.
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