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SUBJECT: FAMILY READINESS GROUP FUNDING

1. REFERENCE: AR 600-20, ARMY COMMAND POLICY

2. PURPOSE: TO CLARIFY FAMILY READINESS GROUP FUNDING

3. THIS MESSAGE CLARIFIES THE STATUS OF FAMILY READINESS
GROUPS (FRGs), THE USE OF MISSION OPERATING FUNDS TO SUPPORT
FRGs, AND FUNDRAISING. FRGs ARE AN OFFICIAL PROGRAM OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY. AS AN OFFICIAL ARMY PROGRAM, FRGs
AND FAMILY SUPPORT CENTERS SHOULD BE FUNDED BY COMMANDERS
WITH OMAJAPPROPRIATED FUNDS. ARMY COMMUNITY SERVICES (ACS)
MAY ACCEPT THE SERVICES OF STATUTORY VOLUNTEERS ON BEHALF
OF FRGs PURSUANT TO 10 USC 1588. THE FRG IS NOT A MORALE,
WELFARE, AND RECREATION PROGRAM. NON-APPROPRIATED FUNDS
MAY NOT BE USED FOR OFFICIAL FRG ACTIVITIES FOR WHICH
APPROPRIATED FUNDS ARE AUTHORIZED. AS AN OFFICIAL ARMY
PROGRAM, AN FRG HAS LITTLE AUTHORITY TO CONDUCT FUND-RAISING
ACTIVITIES. THE ONLY AUTHORITY FOR AN FRG TO FUND-RAISE IS IN
SUPPORT OF AN INFORMAL FUND, AS DESCRIBED IN AR 600-20,
PARAGRAPH 4-21, AND IN COMPLIANCE WITH AR 600-29, PARAGRAPH 1-
5. FRGs ARE PROHIBITED FROM SOLICITING GIFTS AND DONATIONS (5
CFR 2635.202; AR 1-100, PARAGRAPH 5¢). FRGs ARE NOT PRIVATE
ORGANIZATIONS (POs). POs MAY BE ESTABLISHED BY INDIVIDUALS,
INDEPENDENT OF THE FRG, TO SUPPORT SHARED GOALS AND
OBJECTIVES. THESE POs MAY NOT RECEIVE PREFERENTIAL
TREATMENT AND MUST BE TREATED THE SAME AS ALL OTHER
SIMILARLY SITUATED POs IAW THE JOINT ETHICS REGULATIONS (JER),
AND AR 210-22, PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS ON DEPARTMENT OF THE
ARMY INSTALLATIONS. TO PREVENT POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF
INTEREST, IF SUCH POs ARE ESTABLISHED, ITS LEADERS MUST
CONSIST OF DIFFERENT PERSONS THAN THE FRGs' LEADERS. A
COMMANDER’'S GUIDE TO FAMILY READINESS GROUP OPERATIONS
WILL BE RELEASED SHORTLY BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY
COMMUNITY AND FAMILY SUPPORT CENTER (USACFSC), TO PROVIDE
COMMANDERS AND FRG LEADERS OPERATIONAL GUIDANCE
CONSISTENT WITH THIS MESSAGE.



4. USACFSC POQINT OF CONTACT IS BRENDA MCDANIEL, 703-681-7402,
DSN 761-7402 OR EMAIL BRENDA.MCDANIEL@CFSC ARMY.MIL

3. EXPIRATION DATE IS 30 SEPTEMBER 2006
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